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to the east the previous fall. It arrived in the Polish town of
Zamoéé in the southern part of the Lublin district on June 25.
Five days later the battalion headquarters was shifted to Bilgoraj,
and various units of the battalion were quickly stationed in the
nearby towns of Frampol, Tarnogréd, Ulan6w, Turobin, and
Wysokie, as well as the more distant Zakrzéw.”

Despite the temporary lull in the killing, SS and Police Leader
Odilo Globocnik and his Operation Reinhard staff were not about
to allow the newly arrived police battalion to remain entirely
inactive in regard to the Lublin Jews. If the killing could not be
resumed, the process of consolidating the victims in transit
ghettos and camps could be. For most of the policemen of
Reserve Police Battalion 101, the searing memory of the subse-
quent action in J6zeféw blotted out lesser events that had
occurred during their four-week stay south of Lublin. However,
a few did remember taking part in this conselidation process—
collecting Jews in smaller settlements and moving them to larger
ghettos and camps. In some cases only so-called work Jews were
seized, put on trucks, and sent to camps around Lublin. In other
cases, the entire Jewish population was rounded up and put on
trucks or sent off on foot. Sometimes the Jews from the smaller
surrounding villages were then collected and resettled in their
place. None of these actions involved mass executions, though
Jews who were too old, frail, or sick to be transported were shot
in at least some instances. The men were uniformly uncertain
about the towns from which they had deported Jews and the
places to which the Jews had been relocated: No one recalled the
names IZbica and Piaski, though these were the two major

“transit” ghettos south of Lublin that were used for collecting
Jews.?

ey
ey

Initiation to Mass Murder:
The Jozefow Massacre

‘IT WAS PROBABLY ON JULY 11 THAT GLOBOCNIK OR SOMEONE ON

his staff contacted Major Trapp and informed him that Reserve
Police Battalion 101 had the task of rounding up the 1,800 Jews

in J6zeféw, a village about thirty kllometers shghtly south and
east of Brlgora] HSimerhowever imosHofit g

Trapp recalled the units that were stationed in nea:by towns

-~ The battalion reassembled in Bilgoraj on July 12, with two
" “exceptions: ‘the Third Platoon of Third Company, including
Captain Hoffmann, stationed in Zakrzéw, as well as a few men of

First Company already stationed in J6zeféw. Trapp met with
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First and Second Company commanders, Captain Wohlauf and
Lieutenant Gnade, and informed them of the next day’s task.
Trapp’s adjutant, First Lieutenant Hagen, must have informed
other officers of the battalion, for Lieutenant Heinz Buchmann
learned from him the precise details of the pending action that
evening.

Buchmann, then thirty-eight years old, was the head of a
family lumber business in Hamburg. He had joined the Nazi
Party in May 1937. Drafted into the Order Police in 1939, he had
served as a driver in Poland. In the summer of 1940 he applied
for a discharge. Instead he was sent to officer training and
commissioned as a reserve lieutenant in November 1941. He was
given command of the First Platoon of First Company in 1942

another as51gnment Hagen arranged for Buchmann to be in
charge of the escort for the male “work Jews” who were to be
selected out and taken to. Lublin.2 His company captain,
Wohlauf, was informed of Buchmann’s assignment but not the
reason for it.>

The men were not officially informed, other than that they
would be awakened early in the morning for a major action
involving the entire battahon But some had at least a hmt of
whatwas to come. @ajfamniohlautiold iprofiliisiinentth

] .*n-‘l'ﬁ'(jl,"_.r nteresting 1 . {

Another man, who complained that he was belng left behmd to
guard the barracks, was told by his company adjutant, “Be happy
that you don’t have to.come. You'll see what happens.”® Sergeant
Heinrich Steinmetz* warned his men of Third ‘Platoon, Second
Company, that “he didn’t want to see any cowards,”® Additional
ammunition ‘was given out.” One policeman reported that his
unit was given whips, which led to rumors of{@ffiidenaktioni
one else, however, remembered whips.

Departing from Bitgoraj around 2:00 a.m., the truck convoy

e
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arrived in J6zef6w just as the sky was beginning to lighten. ’? |

ASSemBIGHSEHEEMEn in a half-circle and addressed them. After Ql

explammg the battahon s murderous assngnment he madegk @JE |
Trapp paused and{’i\

21N : LN EAL ".’—Olll! ) 1y 3 LLOSIIINS o
et VAT aptain Hoffmann, who had arrived Q

in ]6zef6w directly from Zakrzéw with the Third Platoon of Third (’\
Company and had not been part of the officers’ meetings in
Bitgoraj the day before, was furious that one of his men had been
the first to break ranks. Hoﬂ'mann began to berate Schrmke but
Trapp cht hrm off Aftermhes) kenmsi

Trapp then summoned the company commanders and gave
them their respective assignments. The orders were relayed by
the first sergeant, Kammer, * to First Company, and by Gnade
and Hoffmann to Second and Third Companies. Two platoons of
Thlrd Company were to surround the vr]lage - The men were

Compaily were to escert the "work Jews” who had been selected

51’7.’_

at:the marketplace, wh:le the rest of First Company was to = ¥
PG NS T s e ingEsaads. The Jews were to S)
be loaded onto the battahon trucks by Second Company and ),
Third Platoon of Third Company and shuttled from the market- g
place to the forest.!! - =B
After making the assignments, Trapp spent most of the day in 29
town, either in a schoolroom converted into his headquarters, at &“
the-homes of the Polish mayor and thEBliealgpriesteant the =2

marketplace, or on the road to the forest.™® But he did not go to
the forest itself or witness the executions: his absence there was
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conszcuous As one pohceman bitterly commented, “Major
I sthere! Instead he remained in J6zeféw becauise

.. We men were upset about
»13

that and sald we couldnt hear 1t e1ther

At the

whyrdidsizhs _ dErs, asheput
his hand on 1‘]15 heart 2 Another pohceman witnessed him at the
schoolhouse. “Today I can still see exactly before my eyes Major
Trapp there in the room pacing back and forth with his hands

behind h1s back He made a downcast 1mpression and spoke to

yalA1LE e FO0IM{=83 #SL001EAL (e

M The tears really ﬂowed 18 Another -also witnessed
Trapp at his headquarters. “Major Trapp ran around excitedly
and then suddenly stopped dead in front of me, stared, and
asked if I agreed with this. I looked him straight in the eye
and said, ‘No; Herr Majorl" He then began to run around
again and wept like a child.”*” The doctor’s aide encountered
Trapp weeping on the path from the marketplace to-the forest
and asked if he could help. “He ‘answered me only to the effect
' that everything was very temble 18 Concernmg ]6zef6w, Trapp
CO ﬁded to h1s dnver {30 Businessisieve

sioned oﬁicers d1vided some of thelr men into search teams of
two, three, or four, and sent them into the Jewish section of
J6zeté6w. Other men were assigned as guards along the streets
leading to the marketplace or at the marketplace itself. As the
Jews were driven out of their houses and the immobile were

shot, the afilivESHAlledmnwitlmsoren
policeman noted, it whs a sma.ll town and theyr could hear
everything.2’ Many policemen admitted seeing the corpses of

men lmtlally reacted to thHefproBli i
claimed that along with the elderly and sick, m{'ants were among
those shot and left lymg in the houses doorways and streets of

“that among the Jews shot in our section of town there were no
infants or small children. I would like to say that almost tacitly
everyone refrained From shootmg mfants and small chlldren In

the search and clearmg operahon One pohceman ‘was emphatm§

tolerated the mothers takmg the1r small chlldren to the market-
place in J6ézeféw.”?* Arnother policeman likewise noted “that
tacitly the shooting of infants and small children was avoided by
almost all the men involved. During the entire morning I was
able to observe that when bemg taken away many women carried
infants in their arms and led small children by the hand.”®®
According to both witnesses, none of the officers intervened
when infants were brought to the marketplace. Another po-
liceman, however, recalled that after the clearing operation ‘his
unit (Third Platoon Third Company) was reproached by Captam
Hoffmann. “W ergeticallyfenongh

As the roundup neared completlon the men of Ftrst Company
were withdrawn from the search and given a quick lesson in the
gruesome task that awaited them. They were instructed by the
battalion doctor and the company’s first sergeant. One musically
inclined policeman who frequently played the violin on social
evenings along with the doctor, who played a “wonderful
accordion,” recalled:

bT‘ ot u‘g geeeded

%
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I believe that at this point all officers. of the battalion were
present, especially our battalion physician, Dr. Schoen-

felder.* He now had to explain to us precisely how we had to'

shoot in order to induce the immediate death of the victim. I
remember exactly that for this demonstration he drew or
outlined the contour of a human body, at least from the
shoulders upward, and then indicated precisely the point on
which the fixed bayonet was to be placeéd as an aiming guide.2”

After First Company had received instructions and departed
for the woods, Trapp’s adjutant, Hagen, presided over the
selection of the “work Jews.” The head of a nearby sawmill had
already approached Trapp with a list of twenty-five Jews who
worked for him, and Trapp had permitted their release.2’
Through an interpreter Hagen now called for craftsmen and
able-bodied male workers. There was unrest as some 300
workers were separated from their families.?® Before they had
been marched out of J6zeféw on foot, the first shots from the
woods were heard. “After the first salvos a grave unrest grew
among these craftsmen, and some of the men threw themselves
upon the ground weeping. . . . It had to have become-clear to
them at this point that the families they had left behind were
being shot.”° , -

Lieutenant Buchmann and the Luxembourgers in First Com-
pany marched the workers a few kilometers to a country loading
station on the rail line. Several train cars, including a passenger
car, were waiting. The work Jews and their guards were then
taken by train to Lublin, where Buchmann delivered them to a
camp. According to Buchmann, he did not put them in the
notorious concentration camp at Majdanek but in another camp
instead. The Jews were not expected, he said, but the camp
administration was glad to take them. Buchmann and his men
returned to Bilgoraj the same day.!

Meanwhile, First Sergeant Kammer had taken the initial
contingent of shooters in First Company to a forest several
kilometers from J6zeféw. The trucks halted on a dirt road that
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ran along the edge, at a point where a pathway led into the\'j
woods. The men climbed down from their trucks and waited. R
* When the first truckload of thirty-five to forty Jews arrived, an
equal number of pBlieMOn CANE TorWardianc ; are Vv
i Led by Kammer, .the policemen |\
and Jews marched down the forest path. They turned off inito the
Wohlauf, who BUSiEHS

cecubionssites.

T T | SR TR
nalreadramvthetheinshetims’.

i e, m_l___:__r,_dl_::-] 11

arrived at the edge of the forest to fill out a second firing squad.
As the first firing squad marched out of the woods to the
unloading point, the second group took their victims along the
same path into the woods. Wohlauf chose a site a few yards
farther on so that the next batch of victims would not see the
corpses from the earlier execution. These Jews were again forced
to lie face down in a row, and the shooting procedure was
repeated, : : |
Thereafter, the “pendulum traffic” of the two firing squads in
and out of the woods continued throughout the day. Except for
a midday break, the shooting proceeded without interruption

of mtHeISHGOTETST By the end of a
of nearly continuous shooting, the men had completely lost track -
of how many Jews they had each killed. In the words of one
policeman, it'was in any case “a great number.”%2
When Trapp first made his offer early in the morning,- the real
nature of the action had just been announced and time to think
and react:had been very short. Qni dozensmenshad.insti
' dithepmomentstorsten: ' ir rifles, and
selves from the subsequent killing. For many |
the reality of what they were about to do, and particularly that
they themselves might be chosen for the firing squad, had
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probably not sunk in. But when the men of First Company,
summoned to the marketplace, instructed in giving a
shot,” and sent to the woods to kill Jews,

driver assigned to take Jews to the forest made only
mad T, : OPRNOLE qhuir ;.[_\n ] o ol

ybefore he asked to be relieved. “Presumably his nerves
ong enough to drive more Jews to the shooting site,”
the man who took over his truck and his duties of
g Jews to their death.*!

- men of First Company departed for the woods,

throughout the day 2 Several other pohcemen who l-mew
mer well were given guard duty along the truck route.* §

errlble cry swept the marketplace as the collected ]ews
heir fate. 42 Thereafter, however, &gl

Tnanswitne:

menandisaidithev couldenot.con i He releas
from the firing squad and reassigned them to accompany
trucks.* Two policemen made the mistake of approas
Captain (and SS- Hauptsturmfuhrer) Wohlauf instead of
mer. They pleaded that they too were fathers with chi dr_g
could not continue. WoRIUREINEE lusedithemmin
AOHAPSIdelthenghimms. At the n‘udda 2
however Kammer reheved not only these two men. bi
number of other older men as well. They were sent back
marketplace, accompanied by a noncommissioned office
reported to Trapp. Trapp dismissed them from further duty
permitted them to return early to the harracks in Bitgora
Some policemen whe d1d not request to be released from:t
firing squads oughtothe SUtovevade

{ re—settled
wvictims were composed the German oﬂicers grew
y agltated as it' became clear that the pace of the

ey econlid (el s

d"gave new orders Third Company was called in from %\i
lon .

50 sts around the vﬂlage to take over close guard 'of the

enant Gnade divided his company into two groups
d to different sections of the woods. He then visited
if’s First Company to witness a demonstration of the
{tionis.“® Meanwhile, Lieutenant Scheer and Sergeant
B .-ﬁ‘"took the First Platoon of Second Company, along with
>n ‘of Third Platoon, to a certain point in the woods.
v1ded his men into four groups, assigned them each a

int tzo allt 1tal1cs mme] ndividialEpoliceme

atholi unt1 they grew afrald that thelr abse
would be noticed Retummg to the marketplace Y
apodaTo (v

£ I'.I|rif“ "n Ry

e _-__i'-.. miorder

hung around the market:place because they did not want |

[ tena.nt Gnade arrwed and heatedly argued with Scheer
round up Jews during the search.*® Stilisat} iy

the'men'were not being sent deep enough into the woods.*”



“ %’@’fﬁﬁ’;’ a/ﬁﬁbm

64/ ORDINARY MEN

By the time each group had made two or three rotind trips to the
collection pomt and camed out their executions, it was clear to
ip ISIOF - He asked Hergert for

Hergert recalled that it

the other shooters of the executlon commando would already
have moved to the next shooting site. Furthermore, this shooting
site was moved somewhat forward from execution to execution
and thus always got closer to the collection point on the forest
path We then proceeded accordmgly D Hergerts suggestion

IR E

In contrast to F 1rst Company, e men of Second Company
received no instruction on how-to carry out the shooting. Initially
bayonets were not fixed as an aiming guide, and as Hergert
noted, there was a “‘considerable number of mlssed shots” that
“led to the unnecessary wounding of the victims.” One of the
policemen in Hergert’s umt hkewme noted the dlﬂiculty the men
had in aiming j tefix ] ' '

B Thus we were mstructedt
place the bayonet pomt on the neck.”*® According to Hergert,
however, using fixed bayonets as an almmg gulde was no
solutmn “Thtoughstheme

Hergert was emphatic that no one in First Platoon was ngen
the ophon of mthdrawmg beforehand But dnceitha

ouldenat : ehildie they were gwen other
duties. > Thxs was conﬁrmed by one of his men. “During the
execution word spread that anyone who could not take it any
longer could report.” He went on to note, .“I myself took part in
some ten shootings, in which I had to shoot men and women. I

to forty as in Wohlauf s F1rst Company The

g

NI

g __{
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simply could not shoot at people anymore, which became
apparent to my sergeant, Hergert, because at the end I repeat-
edly: shot past. For this reason he relieved me. Other comrades
were also relieved sooner or later, because they simply could no
longer continue.”%?

Lieutenant Drucker’s Second Platoon and the bulk of Sergeant
Steinmietz's Third Platoon were assigned to yet another part of
the*forest. Like Scheer’s men, they were divided into small
groups.of five to eight each rather than large groups of thlrty-ﬂve

When dlvrdmg h1s men mto small groups of shooters, Drucker
had kept about a third of them in reserve. Ultlmately, everyone

ARSY ' With the constant commg and going from
the trucks the wild terrain, and the frequent rotation, the men
did not remain in fixed groups.®® The confusion' created the
_opportunity for work slowdown and evasion. Some men who
hiirried at their task shot far more Jews than others who delayed
as much as they could.®” After two rounds one policeman simply
“slipped off” and stayed among the trucks on the edge of the
forest.®® Another managed to avoid taking his turn with the
shooters altogether.

It was in no way the case that those who did not want to or
. could not earry out the shooting of human beings with their
own hands could not keep themselves out of this task. No
strict control was being earried out here. I therefore remained
by the arriving trucks and kept myself busy at the arrival
point. In any case I gave my activity such an appeéarance. It
could not-be avoided that one or another of my comrades
noticed that I was not going to the executions to fire away at

Ve,

y
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SESUEhFasigshit- =
: GARHTIEY i st. But I suffered
no consequences for my actions. I must mention here that.] -

ﬁ was not the only one who kept himself out of participating in
[

{0} iSef. E : &
- AntolSerFeanEStsiimazisiarey This w , afte
returning to the truck, to go to the first sergeant and ask for
my release. I had become so sick that I simply couldn’t
anymore. I was then relieved by the first sergeant.®?

T A to

edgatterat HemwaER e R TTRIRS T Th e P Ia s Georg Kageler,* a thirty-seven-year-old tailor, made it (
SECOnAEompany. It is from them that we can perhaps get the

econd'Gorpa through the first round before encountering difficulty. “After 1 S\\
best impression of the effect of the executions on the men and had carried out the first sho ting and at the unling_ Boit s \\
the dropout rate among them' during the course of the actioii. 1 T _ o35 il o

Hans Dettelmann, * fisfy YaYeasoldubarbepy was assign'e'd;:bf)i B . ; =SV A R R DG ATTE e VEFE
Drucker to a firing squad. “} sgibilenf SR -

soavicanmEaEstne n

SECL
fusthen os. The entire business was now so
_repugn t I returned to my platoon leader and told |
~him that I was still sick and asked for my release.” Kageler was f

sent to guard the marketplace.®® Neither his pre-execution s
nversation with his vietim nor his discovery that there were {{
rman Jews in J6zef6w was unique. Schimke, the man who had
first stepped out, encountered a Jew from Hamburg in the .
ketplace, as did a second policeman.® Yet another po- °
an remembered that tiggifSfewshesshots

TETT '._‘."?_i{'.i'-_ i Fged | \?
\

ranz Kastenbaum,* who during his official interrogation had
ed. remembering anything about the killing of Jews in
Poland, ‘suddenly appeared uninvited at the office of the Ham-
urg state prosecutor investigating Reserve Police Battalion 101.
told how he had been a member of a firing squad of seven or
ht men that had taken its victims into the woods and shot
m in the neck at point-blank range. This procedure had been
ated until the fourth victim.

ant to me tha

N 60

- § Ry,

Walter Niehaus,* a former Reemtsma cigarette sales repre-
sentative, was paired with an elderly woman for the first round, "
“After 1 had shot the elderly woman, I went to Toni [Anton]
Bentheim* [his sergeant] and told him that I was not able to 4
carry out further executions. I did not have to participate in the
shooting anymore. . . . 1 i s
sxshiooting, ¢! 4
For his first victim August Zorn* was given a very old man, &
Zorn recalled that his elderly victim

o s Lty B
otallyafinished

romethis

could not or would not keep up with his countrymen, because
he repeatedly fell and then simply lay there. I regularly had to
lift him up and drag him forward. Thus, I only reached the
execution site when my comrades had already shot their Jews.
At the sight of his countrymen who had been shot, my Jew
threw himself on the ground and remained lying there. I then'
cocked my carbine and shot him through the back of the head,”
Because I was already very upset from the cruel treatment of
the Jews during the clearing of the town and was completely

¢! The shooting:of the men was so repugnant to me that I missed

‘the fourth-man. It was simply no longer possible for me to aim
accurately. I 'suddenly felt nauseous and ran away from the
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U shooting site. I have-expressed myself incorrectly just now..It
- was;notf;that{‘l-»fc'ouldrno Jonger aim. accurately, wthenthatte

thenraniinto r?l'r

ited: e (3)! 728, To make sure that no
one was nearby, 1 called loudly into the woods, because I
wanted to be alone. Today I can say that my nerves were
totally finished. I think that I remained alone in the woods for
some two to three hours.

Kastenbaum then returned to the edge of the woods and rede an
empty truck back to the marketplace. He suffered no conse-
quences; his absence had: gone unnoticed because the : ﬁnng

0
‘s(‘f] squads had been all mixed up and randomly assxgned
9

y Most of those wh found the shootmg 1mposs1ble to bear quit
very early.®” But not always 3

o Y place.” As a result,
AT Ketplace. grewsconsantl :

As with First Company, alcohol was made available to the
policemen under Drucker and Steinmetz who stayed in the forest
and continued shooting.”™ As darkness approached at the end of
a long summer day and the murderous task was still not finished,
the shooting became even less organized and more hectic.” The
forest was so full of dead bodies that it was difficult to find places
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to make the Jews lie down.” When darkness finally fell about 9:00
p:m.-—=some:seventeen hours after Reserve Police Battalion 101
had firstarrived on:the outskirts of J6zeféw—and the last Jews had
been killed, the men returned to the marketplace and prepared
to depart fer Brlgoraj i :

i the ]ews had been forced to leave at the market- \
¢AsEsimpl: 1.7® Before the policemen climbed into ‘V"’
their trucks and le& Jézeféw, a ten-year-old girl appeared, bleed-

ing from the head. She was brought to Trapp, who took her in his
arms and said, “You shall remain alive.”"”

When the men arnved at the ba.rracl(s in Brlgaraj, they were \h\

‘;R

BTTnK.

CINCIE Ol I:I_I_l_]f‘_

that pervaded the Barracics, Trapp asked the )

men not to talk about it,"* but they needed no encouragementin 4
that direction. Those who had not been in the forest did not want § |
to learn more.®* Those who had been there hkew15e had no |
des1re to s eak elther then or later. By nSUSAWit \é

Sed The entirematter was a taboo o But repressmn
dunng walung hours eonldmeEEtEHIE {. During the
first night back from Jézef6w, one pnhceman awoke ﬁrmg his gun
into the ceiling of the barracks.®®
Several days after J6zeféw the battalion, it would seem,

narrowly missed participation in yet another massacre. Units of
First and Second Company, .under Trapp and Wohlauf, entered
Alekzandréw—a so-called street village composed of houses
strung out along the road twelve kilometers west of J6zef6w. A
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small number of Jews was rounded up, and both the policemen: |
and the Jews feared that another massacre was imminent. After
some hesitation, however, the action was broken off, and Trapp :
permitted the Jews to return to their houses. One policeman’
remembered vividly “how individual Jews fell on their knees &
before Trapp and tried to kiss his hands and feet. Trapp, §
however, did not permit this and turned away.” The policemeir
returnied to Bifgoraj with no explanation for the strange turn .of -
events.®* Then, on July 20, precisely one month after its §
departure from Hamburg and one week after the Jozefow. &
massacre, Reserve Police Battalion 101 left Bifgoraj for redeploy-
ment in the northern sector of the Lublin district,

Reflections
on a Massacre
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was ‘the .number of men m the be
emselves unwilling to shoot so small? EHaEE :
ssuddennest. There was no forewarning or time to think, as
1en were totally “surprised” by the J6zeféw ac

A ey ) =
Ssoler,.ontthe | s
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tant as . s es uye
ity—the basic identification of men in uniform with
eir comrades and the strong urge not to separate themselves
from the group by stepping out. The battalion had only recently
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